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CTIF Fire Prevention Commission meeting, Slovenia - minutes
Slovenia, Gornja Radgona, Radenci, 24-26.09.2025

Participants: Czech Republic (Martin Nekula, Petr Kučera, Michal Valouch, Romana Havrlantová), Slovenia (Aleš Jug, Tadej Šinkovec), Finian Joyce (online), Estonia (Tiina Kiil - online), Greece (Vasiliki Georgountzou, Ioannis Tsapouras), Lithuania (Irma Meškauskaitė), Finland (Lauri Holappa)

25 September (Thursday) – meeting day 1

Opening remarks (Tadej Šinkovec, Martin Nekula)
The members of the Fire Prevention Commission met in Gornja Radgona in Slovenia. Martin Nekula, the Vice President of the CTIF, and Tadej Šinkovec welcomed all the participants, shared some facts from the commission's history, and expressed their gratitude that, after an extended period, there is a restoration of this vital commission. Martin also expressed appreciation to all present members as well as to the colleagues from Slovenia, who are in charge of the organisation of the meeting. 

Then all participants introduced themselves in a roll call, starting with Martin Nekula. Representatives from Slovenia, the Czech Republic, Greece, Finland, and Lithuania attended the meeting. Members from Estonia joined the meeting online. Several presentations were given on topics related to fire prevention. As the meeting was happening on the fire and rescue fair in SOBRA, in the afternoon, the participants had the opportunity to visit this venue, and also a practical showing of the Fire prevention truck was shown by Tadej.

Roll Call and Participants
A roll call followed. The meeting was attended by representatives from Slovenia, the Czech Republic, Greece, Finland, and Lithuania, with members from Estonia participating online.

Presentations and Discussions
Several presentations were delivered on topics related to fire prevention and safety.

Martin Nekula gave a presentation on the Fire Rescue Brigade of the Moravian-Silesian Region, providing an overview of the brigade’s structure and activities. He also presented forthcoming projects, including the development of new fire stations and the establishment of a firefighting museum.

Finian Joyce presented the Smoke Alarm Days Project, focusing on the 2025 campaign. He noted that the European Smoke Alarm Day will take place on Friday, 7 November 2025, and invited CTIF to consider ways to support and promote this initiative.
Petr Kučera from the Czech Republic delivered a presentation on Fire Safety Engineering in the Czech Republic. His presentation outlined the application of fire safety engineering principles in the country, including the use of fire modelling for building safety assessment and the preparation of expert reports.

Irma Meškauskaitė from Lithuania delivered a presentation on Fire Prevention in Lithuania. Her presentation outlined Lithuania’s comprehensive National Fire Safety Strategy, detailing its operational framework, strategic objectives, and measured effectiveness.

Following the presentation, a discussion was held regarding data sharing and comparability among member countries. The key points of the discussion were as follows:
· Czech Republic: Data are collected on whether fires happened in flats or houses, and whether they had smoke detectors installed. Older people received detectors for free. Information is also gathered about broken detectors, battery replacement, and causes of death (whether from the fire itself or from other injuries).
· Michal Valouch (Czech Republic): He explained that the Czech Republic has a lot of data, but it is not always available when needed, and sometimes the accuracy is uncertain. He mentioned that it would be helpful to connect data for legislation and investigation in one system. There were earlier efforts to create a European-level database, but differences in definitions and categories (for example, detector type or battery type) made it difficult.
· Participants agreed it is helpful to separate data for public information from data for professional or European comparison, and then share the results.
· It was also mentioned that there is still no unified system for collecting and using data, especially about new topics such as wooden buildings, batteries, and solar panels.
· Greece: Representatives said they analyze data in two main groups – building fires and forest fires – and also collect information about inspections and fire regulations.
· Michal Valouch (Czech Republic): He added that a new software system is being developed in the Czech Republic, connecting regional databases into one national system. The system focuses on each object and its whole history, including inspections, permits, and fire incidents.
During the meeting, Mr. Janko Cerkvenik, the chair of the Slovenian Firefighting Association, joined the session to welcome the participants and wish them a successful meeting.

Michal Valouch (Czech Republic) gave a presentation on the Fire Prevention System in the Czech Republic. His presentation included an overview of the national context, the structure of the Fire Rescue System, and details about key areas of fire prevention, such as State Fire Supervision, Building Fire Prevention, Fire Inspections, and Fire Investigations.
Michal Valouch proposed several topics for further discussion, focusing on new trends and challenges in fire prevention, including:  
· The European Green Deal and its impact on fire safety, 
· Solar and photovoltaic systems, 
· Electromobility and related fire risks, 
· High-rise buildings, 
· High-rise timber buildings.
As the meeting coincided with the SOBRA Fire and Rescue Fair, participants had the opportunity to visit the exhibition area in the afternoon. Tadej Šinkovec conducted a live demonstration of the Fire Prevention Truck.


26 September (Friday) – meeting day 2

The second day of the Fire Prevention Commission meeting took place on Friday morning in Radenci, Slovenia.

To improve communication among members, a WhatsApp group was established. It was also noted that questionnaires had proven effective in the past and may be used again in the future to collect feedback and data.

Presentations
The session began with a presentation by Vasiliki Georgountzou and Ioannis Tsapouras from the Hellenic Fire Service (Greece), followed by Lauri Holappa (Finland), who presented the concept of self-assessment for fire safety in detached and other small residential buildings.

Chairman Elections
Subsequently, Mr. Martin Nekula (Czech Republic) led the elections for the Chair of the Fire Prevention Commission. Members unanimously elected Aleš Jug (Slovenia) as the new Chair for the upcoming mandate period. 
A proposal will be submitted to the CTIF Executive Committee for official approval of Aleš Jug’s appointment. Aleš Jug expressed his intention to reconnect with previously active members of the Commission and to strengthen participation.

It was agreed that the Commission will meet twice a year — one online meeting in spring (March or April) and one in-person meeting in autumn (planned for late September or October, with possible hosts being Greece or the Czech Republic).

Presentations (continued)
After a short break, Aleš Jug presented the latest findings from fire testing of photovoltaic systems conducted at the Fire Laboratory of the Slovenian National Building and Civil Engineering Institute.

Discussion and Conclusion
The meeting concluded with a discussion on the next steps and the Commission’s Action Plan for 2025–2030. Members shared their priorities and agreed on the main focus areas for future activities.

In their closing remarks, participants emphasized the importance of strengthening international cooperation to enhance fire prevention and safety across Europe further.

Information sharing and document storage
All materials relevant to the work of the Fire Prevention Commission will be collected and stored in a shared cloud repository, managed by the Czech colleagues. The platform will serve as a central location for presentations, reports, and reference documents to support ongoing and future Commission activities.




[bookmark: _GoBack]Plan of action: 

The next virtual meeting of the Commission will take place on 8 April 2026 at 13:00 CET (duration: 2 hours).

The next in-person meeting is planned for the week of 19–24 October 2026 (tentatively in Greece, subject to confirmation). The meeting will last two full days and may include a technical visit or study tour.

Information will continue to be shared through the WhatsApp group, and members will receive the meeting minutes for review along with a summary of all presentations.

With this, the two-day meeting was officially concluded, setting a clear direction for the Commission’s work in the years to come.
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