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These comments are made for helping competitors and judges to understand the 
Competition Rules better in some clauses.  
In addition they are used to regulate the application of an (artificial) grass carpet 
around the portable pump and the optional use of electronic timing. 
 
 
 
 

Regarding 2.4.1 Equipment for the Fire Fighting Attack (dry)  
and 
7.1   Lining-up of the Competition Group; Putting-on the  
   Competition Device 
 
It says, among others:  
A pressure hose is rolled and set correctly if it is rolled twice, if both couplings point 
straight ahead and the hose is not folded back. 
 
This means, the double-rolled pressure hose shall be rolled in order to make both 
couplings point in one direction and positioned in a way that both couplings point in the 
direction of the attack. The pressure hose may only be rolled twice and not several 
times (e.g. four times) Contrary to previous interpretations, the inner part of the rolled 
pressure hose may not be placed in hollow spaces.  
 
 
 

Regarding 2.5  Suit and Personal Equipment 
 
It says, among others: 
The competitors line up: ....... fire brigade safety belt, etc. 
 
Since nowhere in the Competition Rules is reference made to taking off of any parts of 
clothing and/or equipment, the stipulated equipment including fire brigade safety belt 
shall be worn by all competitors at the fire fighting attack as well as the relay race. 
 
 
 

Regarding 2.5  Suit and Personal Equipment  
 
It says, among others: 
Boots made of leather or plastic; dark coloured shoes enclosing the ankles are allowed. 
Spikes, studs or pins at the soles are not allowed. 
 
The shoes must cover the ankles and be of dark colour. Bright stripes are allowed.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

3

3

Regarding 7.1  Lining-up of the Competition Group;  
  Putting-on the Competition Device 
 
Since frequently devices have been damaged when put on, it is provided that: 
 
If a knot is made into the hose carrier, the group shall be asked to remove the knot. 
 
If a hose carrier is cut off by the group, such group is disqualified. 
 
 
 

Regarding 7.1  Lining-up of the Competition Group;  
  Putting-on the Competition Device 
  last oaragraph 
 
It says: 
When the competition group lines up, they have to pay attention that they really stand in 
a line in pairs, not in V-formation or staggered. 
 
If this is not the case, the group shall be asked to line up correctly, otherwise the 
competition may not be started. 
 
 
 

Regarding 7.3  Start;  
  paragraph five 
 
The following rules apply concerning a false start: 
 
If a competitor moves more than one step at the start, possibly to assume a staggered 
line-up, this shall be evaluated as a false start. Also the shifting of a foot to the back (i.e. 
the lifting and putting down) is considered a step. 
 
 
 

Regarding 7.3  Start;  
  paragraph seven 
 
It says:  
After the start, the group commander and the radio operator move to the prospective 
site of the distributor to assume their final position there.  
 
It is not counted as a mistake, if the same should move forwards slowly or stop in 
between. However, if the group commander or radio operator stop around the portable 
pump and watch the �coupling of the suction hoses� this is considered �Wrong work�. 
However, �Wrong work� may be judged only once, even if this mistake should be made 
by the group commander and the radio operator. 
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Regarding 7.4.1 Laying Out the Suction Hoses;  
  paragraph three 
 
It says: 
…… On picking up the suction hoses both are situated in direction of the water supply 
point and stand between the suction hoses.  
 
It is not a mistake, if the member of the water troop does not stand directly between but 
slightly behind the suction hoses. However, one foot must be placed between or within 
the extension of the suction hoses. If the member stands with both feet on the side of 
(the perceived extension) of the suction hoses, this shall be judged as �Wrong work�. 
 

 
Not a mistake: Picking up the suction hoses by the WTRM (member of the water troop) 

 
 
 
Regarding 7.4.1 Laying Out the Suction Hoses;  
  paragraph three 
 
It says:: 
…… They (WTRL nd WTRM) now carry the two suction hoses diagonally to the right, 
Then they lay the other suction hose in front of the one they have just laid down.  
 
If on this occasion the WTR lifts the suction hoses over the portable pump, i.e. the 
WTRL moves to the place, where the suction hoses are laid down, on the water side, 
and the WTRM in front of the portable pump, this is not judged as a mistake. 
Furthermore it is left to the WTR, if he first lays down the hose carried on the right or the 
one carried on the left.  
 
If the WTRLhands over the suction hose to be laid down as the last one, directly to the 
HTRL, without laying it down first, this is judged as �Wrong work�.  
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Regarding 7.4.1 Laying Out the Suction Hoses;  
  paragraph four 
 
It says: 
The member of the hose troop takes the front coupling of the suction hose lying in 
attack direction left beside the portable pump, the leader of the hose troop takes the 
rear coupling of this suction hose. They lay them down in front of the suction hose that 
remained outside left. 
 
If the HTRM should carry the suction hose alone, without any support by the HTRL, this 
is seen as the mistake �Wrong work�. 
 
 
 

Regarding 7.4.1 Laying Out the Suction Hoses;  
  paragraph five 
 
 
It says:  
If the suction hoses are laid down in a different way than described above, this is rated 
with “Wrong work” in each case.  
 
This means that the suction hoses have to be laid out in the order described above, 
however it does not refer to the fact that a competitor may kneel down when laying out 
the suction hose, etc. Kneeling down on the suction hose shall be permitted.  
 
 
 

Regarding 7.4.2 Coupling of Suction Hoses;  
   paragraph one and ten 
 
It says, among others:  
When all suction hoses are laid down, ….., The member of the water troop, coming from 

behind. Now they lift the suction hose.  
Further on it says: 
The couplings of the suction hoses to be coupled may not touch the ground during the 
coupling process (otherwise: “Wrong work”). ( 
 
If the HTRM presses the coupling of the first suction hose held by him to the ground 
while coupling the suction head, in order to achieve greater stability of the suction hose 
during the coupling process, this shall be judged as �Wrong work� since one of the 
coupling touches the ground. 
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Regarding 7.4.2 Coupling of Suction Hoses;  
  paragraph four 
 
It says:  
Now the pump operator gives the leader of the water troop and the leader of the hose 
troop one coupling key each. It’s his decision how and from which side he hands them 
over.  
 
If at the handing over by the pump operator to the leader of the water troop and the 
leader of the hose troop, the coupling keys are already placed on suction head and 
coupling by the PO, this is not seen as a mistake. If the suction head and coupling of 
the suction hose are connected manually and thereafter fixed with the coupling key on 
the ground, this is seen as the mistake �Wrong work�. 
 
 
 

Regarding 7.4.2  Coupling of Suction Hoses;  
  paragraph four and fourteen 
 
It says, among others:  
The leader of the water troop and the leader of the hose troop tighten the couplings with 
the coupling keys and keep the keys............ During the coupling of the suction hoses, 
but also during the coupling of the suction hoses to the portable pump (section 7.4.4) 
you have to take care that the coupling key encloses the coupling of the suction hose 
and that nobody knocks on the coupling. Otherwise: “Wrong work”. 
 
Since many groups apply the keys during the coupling process, it may happen that the 
coupling key does not fully enclose the metal part of the coupling. This is permitted 
insofar the coupling key does not lie completely flat on the suction hose. If it lies 
completely flat on the rubber part of the suction hose, this is regarded a mistake and 
judged as �Wrong work�.  
 
If coupling keys that are cranked on both sides are used, i.e. adjusted for A couplings 
on one side and for B couplings on the other side, care must be taken that the right side 
of the key is applied, when connecting the coupling hoses, but also when coupling the 
suction hose line to the portable pump, otherwise this is judged as �Wrong work�. 
 
�Wrong work� may be judged only once when working at the suction hose line, even if 
this mistake occurs frequently. The mistake must be confirmed by the main judge as 
well as judge 3. If this mistake was made and also the pump operator (PO) applies the 
coupling key incorrectly afterwards, or only knocks on the coupling, this is to be judged 
as �Wrong work� once again.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

7

7

Regarding 7.4.2  Coupling of Suction Hoses;  
  paragraph five 
 
It says:  
Then the water troop and the hose troop lay down the suction hose with the coupled 
suction head. 
 
If the hose troop member (HTRM) jams the suction hose lying on the floor with one foot, 
while coupling the suction hoses, and the HTRM lays down the already coupled suction 
hose, with the projecting edges of the coupling already interlinking, this is not a mistake.  
 
If the couplings are laid out so closely to each other that the parts already interlink, this 
is not seen as a coupling process. However, if a coupling is turned one bit, this is 
already seen as a coupling process, i.e. the coupling process starts with turning a part 
of the coupling pair.  
 
If such coupling process is performed by a competitor not planned for this, this is 
regarded as �Wrong work�.  
 
 
 

Regarding 7.4.2  Coupling of Suction Hoses;  
  paragraph six 
 
It says, among others:  
At the same time the leader of the water troop moves one step to the right and also 
stands right beside the suction hose pipe. ……. 
 
This clearly indicates that the leader of the water troop (WTRL) has to touch the ground 
to the right of the suction hose with his left foot at least once while moving on to the next 
coupling, otherwise it is considered �Wrong work�. The same applies to the member of 
the water troop (WTRM).  
 
 
 

Regarding 7.4.2  Coupling of Suction Hoses;  
  paragraph ten 
 
 
It says, among others: 
During the coupling of the suction hoses water troop and hose troop have to stand in 
straddle above the suction hoses. However, it is no fault if the member of the hose 
troops stands a little behind the hose to be coupled, when he lifts the suction hose. 
However he may not touch the following suction hose, which still lies on the ground, 
with his hand (otherwise: “Wrong work”). Therefore it is also a fault, if he corrects the 
position of the coupling of the lying suction hose (“Wrong work”). …….  
 
It is considered �Wrong work�, if the HTRM touches the next suction hose or its coupling 
when laying down the suction hose. 
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Regarding 7.4.2  Coupling of Suction Hoses;  
  (last) paragraph fifteen  
 
It says:  
If all suction hoses have been coupled, the leader of the water troop gives his coupling 
key to the member of the hose troop. The coupling key may not be thrown (otherwise: 
“Wrong work”). 
 
The WTRL gives the key to the HTRM. If during this handing over the key drops to the 
ground this is considered �Wrong work�. If the coupling key is not handed over, but 
thrown, and drops to the ground, this is also seen as �Wrong work�. If the coupling key 
is thrown and drops to the ground this is judged as �Wrong work� only once. If the 
WTRL deposits the key, and the key is picked up by the HTRM this is not considered 
handing over the key and therefore also as �Wrong work�. The coupling key may be 
handed over anytime between the connection of the last coupling of the suction hose 
and the final line-up, i.e. it does not need to be handed over immediately after 
completing the coupling works at the suction hose. 
 
 
 

Regarding 7.4.3  Applying the Ropes 
 
It says among others: 
The leader of the water troop takes the rope bag with the suction hose rope and hooks 
the carbine into the provided ring at the suction head. He may not hook it into the ring 
provided for the valve rope (otherwise: “Ineffectively placed suction hose rope”) 
The leader of the hose troop meanwhile hooks the carbine of the valve rope into the ring 
of the evacuation valve (otherwise: “Ineffectively or wrongly laid out valve rope”)……… 
 
If the valve rope is hooked into the ring provided for the suction hose rope, because the 
suction hose rope has already been placed incorrectly in the ring for the valve rope, or if 
the suction hose rope is hooked into the ring for the valve rope, because the valve rope 
has been placed incorrectly in the ring provided for the suction hose rope, this shall be 
judged as �Ineffectively placed suction hose rope� as well as �Ineffectively or wrongly 
laid out valve rope�, because it is certainly possible to hook two lines into one ring. 
 
 
 

Regarding 7.4.4  Taking the Suction Hose Pipe to Water;  
  paragraph one 
 
It says:  
The leader of the hose troop takes the suction head. 
 
Upon the command �suction hose pipe to water� it is sufficient for the leader of the hose 
troop (HTRL) to have only one hand at the metal part of the coupling and/or the suction 
head.  
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Regarding 7.4.4 Taking the Suction Hose Pipe to Water;  
  paragraph one and two 
 
It says among others: 
…… The pump operator remains near the last coupling of the fourth suction hose. The 
member of the water troop takes the coupling between second a third suction hose. The 
member of the hose troop takes the coupling between first and second suction hose. 
…… Now the pump operator, member of the water troop and the hose troop carry the 
coupled suction hose pipe to the suction entry of the portable pump res. to the water 
supply point (red lath). ……  
 
This means upon the command �suction hose pipe to water� HTRL, HTRM and WTRL 
must take the concerned coupling at least with one hand, because the suction hose 
pipe can only be carried, if it is taken or at least touched with the hand(s).  
 
 
 

Regarding 7.4.4 Taking the Suction Hose Pipe to Water;  
  paragraph two 
 
It says among others:  
... The suction head must lie completely beyond the red lath (otherwise: “Wrong work”). 
Before that, the valve rope must have been installed. Installing the valve rope at a 
suction head “in water” means “Wrong work”. ……  
 
The suction head is laid out correctly, if it lies beyond the red lath completely, i.e. 
including the coupling. The coupling of the first suction hose is not part of the suction 
head, and therefore doesn�t have to lie completely beyond the red lath.  
 
Since it is seen as a mistake, if the valve rope is installed at a suction head �in water� 
the competition rules provide for the installation of the valve rope at the suction head 
also after the command �suction hose pipe to water!�. This means if the command 
�suction hose pipe to water!� is given even before the HTRL has installed the valve rope 
at the suction head, he may wait with laying out the suction head until he has installed 
the valve rope.  If the HTRL places the suction head behind the red line, even before he 
has installed the valve rope, lifts it up again or lifts it out of the water for hooking the 
valve rope correctly into the lifted suction head, the mistake �Wrong work� remains.  
 
 
 

Regarding 7.4.4  Taking the Suction Hose Pipe to Water;  
  paragraph three; 
 
It says, among others:  
The pump operator couples the suction hose pipe to the sucking-carbine of the portable 
pump, using the third coupling key which lies under the sucking-carbine of the portable 
pump. ... The coupling key may be placed from above, but also from below or on the 
side. 
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When coupling the suction hose pipe to the portable pipe, the PO shall apply the key to 
the coupling of the suction hose. Special care must be taken not to knock on the 
coupling, otherwise this will be judged as �Wrong work�. � See comments on 7.4.2 
Coupling of Suction Hoses; paragraph four and fourteen. 
 
 
 

Regarding 7.4.4 Taking the Suction Hose Pipe to Water;  
  paragraph five 
 
It says:  
The leader of the water troop lays down the rope bag with the pulled out valve rope at 
the left side of the portable pump, that means between the sucking-carbine and the end 
of the motor (without carrier bar). 
 
If only a minor part of the rope bag protrudes over this demarcation line, this is judged 
as the mistake �Ineffectively or wrongly laid out valve rope �.  
 
 
 

Regarding 7.4.4 Taking the Suction Hose Pipe to Water;  
  paragraph six 
 
It says:  
After the pump operator has coupled the suction hose pipe to the portable pump and 
has placed the coupling key, he reports “Sucked up!”. The suction hose pipe mustn’t be 
installed at the right front bar of the portable pump, the valve rope mustn’t be pulled out 
yet. If the suction head doesn’t lie “in water” yet, this is not rated. 

 
This means a mistake may not be rated as long as the command �Sucked up!� is given, 
and before the suction head has finally been placed in the water.  
 
 
 
 
 

Regarding 7.5  Laying Out the Conveyor 
  paragraph two 
 
It says: 
The member of the attacking troop pays attention that the B-hose isn’t seriously bended 
after the portable pump. A bend in the first B-hose of the conveyor at the portable pump 
means that the B-hose doesn’t touch the ground within the area of the portable pump 
(without bar). A sharp bend in the B-hose at the pressure exit of the portable pump is 
rated with “Badly laid out pressure hoses”. If the member of the attacking troop pulls the 
laid out B-hose back again to correct a bend, this is rated with “Loops in laid-out hoses”. 
 
Furthermore in item 9.2.7 “Loops in laid-out hoses” it says:  
“Loops in laid out hoses” is rated, if a hose which is already completely laid out is pulled 
across the floor lengthways. 
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This clearly indicates that the mistake �Loops in laid-out hoses� is only given, if the 
pressure hose is moved over its full length, i.e. including the coupling at the other side 
of the hose.  
 
If the first B-hose doesn�t touch the ground within the area of the portable pump and is 
consequently pulled back by the member of the attacking group, in order to correct a 
bend, without making the coupling with the second B hose move, this will not be rated a 
mistake, since the hose has not been moved over its entire length.  
 
If the member of the attacking group (ATRM) notices the bend of the first B hose only 
when running back after pulling out the bend of the first B hose within the area of the 
portable pump and pulls it now back at the height of the portable pump, so that it now 
lies on the ground within the area of the portable pump and the coupling of this hose 
has not moved in the process, this, as described above, shall not be considered a 
mistake. Furthermore, the Competition Rules do not contain a reference as to when the 
bend in the first B hose may be corrected. 
 
This is to be monitored by judge B1 and B2. 
 
 
 

Regarding 7.5  Laying Out the Conveyor 
  paragraph two and three 
 
It says, among others:  
The leader of the attacking troop now takes the B-hose to be laid out at its free coupling 
half and pulls it in direction of the fire object, until it’s completely stretched. ……  
 
As soon as the member of the attacking troop has coupled the B-hose to the portable 
pump, he may move to the leader of the attacking troop. If the leader of the attacking 
troop has pulled out the first B-hose he opens the hose carrier of the second B-hose. 
The member of the attacking troop takes one end of the B-hose opened by the leader of 
the attacking troop and pulls it until beyond the marking (36 m). 
 
If the second B hose has been pulled out, before the coupling is laid down and if the 
ATRM consequently pulls it over the marking, so the coupling may now be laid down 
beyond the marking, this shall be rated as �Loops in laid-out hoses� because the 
coupling at the other end of the hose (coupling pair with the first B hose) is moved at the 
same time.  
 
If a B hose is not pulled out completely and therefore the middle part of this hose stays 
in circle or spiral form (snail), as described in item 7.6 �Laying out the First Fire Fighting 
Pipe�, this shall be rated as �Badly laid out pressure hose�, even if the second coupling 
of the second B hose lies beyond the 36 m marking.  
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If the leader of the attacking group (ATRL) opens the hose carrier of the second B hose, 
even before completely pulling out the first B hose, and the ATRM already pulls out the 
second B hose, whereby at the same time the first B hose is pulled out by the ATRL as 
provided for in the rules, and thereafter the ATRL couples the two B hoses together, this 
shall be rated as �Wrong work� since the ATRL may only open the hose carrier of the 
second B hose after pulling out the first B hose. 
 
 
 

Regarding 7.5  Laying Out the Conveyor 
  paragraph three 
 
It says:  
If the conveyor is not pulled beyond the marker – the metal piece of the coupling of the 
B-hose has (seen in attack direction) to lie beyond the marker – “Badly laid out pressure 
hoses” is rated once. 
 
However, it does not say if this rating applies to the first or second B hose. Therefore 
this provision in principle applies to the entire conveyor.  
 
In the following situation it was however necessary to explain the competition rules in 
more detail:  
 
The conveyor is not laid out completely, so the distributor lies before the 36 meter-
marking. The first B hose leading away from the portable pump is bent at the exit from 
the B coupling, has a spin and is laid out in a shortened manner. The second B hose is 
pulled out completely, however it does not reach the 36-meter-mark, because the first B 
hose was laid out in a shortened manner.  
 
For evaluating this situation, also item 9.2.6 �Badly laid out pressure hoses� of the 
Competition Rules shall apply.  
 
Among others, it says there:  
Badly laid out pressure hoses are rated, if:  

• A hose has a spin (twisted parallel to its axis more than 360 °)  

• the B-hose coupled to the portable pump has a sharp bend  

• the coupling of the second B-hose of the conveyor does not lie completely behind 
the marking (36 m).  

“Badly laid out pressure hoses” may only be rated once per hose, also if several faults 
have been made. Each hose has to be rated separately. 
 
In case the conveyor does not end beyond the 36-meter mark and several mistakes 
occur at the conveyor, this leads to the interpretation that �badly laid out pressure 
hoses� can be rated for a maximum of two times. All in all, only 2 x 5 = 10 penalty points 
can be awarded. In this context it does not matter, how many mistakes are found in the 
entire conveyor.  
 
However, if the judges determine that the conveyor, despite the award of 10 penalty 
points, has been laid out considerably shortened, with the intention to gain time, the 
main judge will ask the International Competition Leader for disqualification of the 
group. � see item 9.6.  
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Regarding 7.6  Laying Out the First Fire Fighting Pipe 

  paragraph two 
 
It says:  
Both (ATRL and ATRM) move to the free end of the conveyor again. There the leader of 
the attacking troop lays down the distributor. 
 
If the ATRL lays down the distributor in the direction of the B coupling so that the 
projecting edges already interlink, this is not a mistake, even if the ATRL stands on the 
B hose of the conveyor when doing so, in order to make the coupling look towards him. 
However, the coupling must afterwards be turned by the ATRM. (coupling process � for 
explanations see 7.4.2 paragraph five). 
 
 
 

Regarding 7.6  Laying Out the First Fire Fighting Pipe 

  paragraph four 
 
It says:  
The member of the attacking troop lays a C-hose as reserve right beside the distributor. 
If the reserve C-hose is thrown down, this will be rated with “Dropping of a coupling”. It 
is irrelevant, if the rolled C-hose is laying or standing and in which direction the 
couplings show. The reserve C-hose may not lay further than 2 metres from the 
distributor (otherwise: “Wrongly laid down reserve hoses”). The reserve hoses are also 
laid down wrongly, if only one part of them res. only one part of a coupling is laying on a 
pressure hose of the fire fighting pipe or of the conveyor. The hose carrier is thereby 
ignored. 
 
Since the description �right beside the distributor� is not clearly defined in the 
Competition Rules, the following shall apply: 
 
If a reserve C hose or a part thereof and/or part of its couplings lies on a pressure hose 
of the fire fighting pipe or the conveyor this shall be rated as �Wrongly laid down reserve 
hoses�. The hose carrier is not considered in this context. 
 
If the first C hose of the (second) fire fighting pipe lies on and not under a reserve hose 
this is not considered a mistake, since the C hose has been deposited after the laying 
down of the reserve C hose. 
 
However if a reserve hose lies completely within both fire fighting pipes (C hoses), this 
shall be rated as �Wrongly laid down reserve hoses� for each incorrectly placed hose, 
even if the incorrect hose still lies to the right of the distributor.  
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Regarding 7.6  Laying Out the First Fire Fighting Pipe 

  paragraph seven 
 
It says:  
After having pulled out the first C-hose, the leader of the attack troop opens the hose 
carrier of the ported C-hose, couples a coupling to the laid-out C-hose, couples the 
other coupling to the pipe and waits for the arrival of the member of the attacking troop.  
 
It is not considered a mistake, if the hose carrier is only opened after the ATRL has 
coupled the two C hoses together or coupled the pipe to the C hose, since the 
sequence of work processes is not in violation of any training rule and does not favour 
any of the groups. 
 
 
 

Regarding 7.6  Laying Out the First Fire Fighting Pipe;  
  paragraph eight 
 
It says:  
The member of the attacking troop unwinds the C-hose that has been opened by the 
leader of the attacking troop and checks out that the fire fighting pipe is positioned 
correctly …. 
 
If the ATRL has not picked up the hose carrier of the second C hose before unwinding 
it, and it is wound up together with the hose, this is not considered a mistake, if the 
ATRL picks up the hose carrier. However, if the ATRM brings the hose carrier to the 
ATRL and hands it over to him, this will be rated as �Wrong work�. The same applies to 
all pressure hoses as well as the conveyor and both fire fighting pipes. 
 
If the ATRM (in the same way as the WTRM) lifts up the coupling pair between the two 
hoses when unwinding the second C hose, in order to be able to better unwind the 
hose, and does not lay it down on the same position afterwards, but lays it down again 
so it is positioned towards the direction of attack, to make up for a possible shortening 
of the first C hose, this will be judged as �Wrong work� because the first C hose shall be 
pulled out by the ATRL and not by the ATRM.  
 
 
 

Regarding 7.6  Laying Out the First Fire Fighting Pipe;  
  paragraph nine 
 
It says:  
If the second C-hose is only piled up and therefore lies on top of itself several times, or 
if the twice rolled C-hose is twisted around itself and forms a so called “corkscrew”, this 
is also “Badly laid out pressure hose”. 
 
We speak of a �corkscrew� if the inside of the double-rolled hose has been pulled out 
and the hose lies on top of itself and is at the same time turned for more than 360° 
around its longitudinal axis. 
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Regarding 7.6  Laying Out the First Fire Fighting Pipe;  
  paragraph eleven 
 
It says: 
As soon as the leader of the attacking troop has coupled both C-hoses together and has 
coupled the C-pipe to the second C-hose, he gives the order “First pipe - water march!” 
back to the competitor at the distributor.  
 
It does not say that when doing this the ATRL has to look back to the distributor. He 
also doesn’t need to raise a hand, but he may do so. The competitor at the distributor 
(radio operator or HTRL) shall raise a hand to indicate that he has heard the command. 
 
The same shall apply to the WTRL, but also for the competitor at the distributor (RO or 
HTRL), when giving the command �water march!� to the pump operator (PO). 
 
 
 

Regarding 7.7  Filling of the Distributor and Charging of Hoses;  
   paragraphs two, three and four  
 
It says, among others:  
The leader of the hose troop (res. the radio operator) fills the distributor by stepping 
over the conveyor in straddle, directly in front of the distributor. Only from this time on 
the distributor is filled. 
If the distributor is connected to the conveyor and the distributor is occupied, the leader 
of the hose troop (res. the radio operator) gives the pump operator the command “Water 
march!”. If he gives the command “Water march!” before the feeding pipe is placed to 
the distributor, this is rated with “Wrong work!”.  
After the command “First pipe – water march!” by the leader of the attacking troop, the 
leader of the hose troop (res. the radio operator) lifts one hand above head-height to 
sign that he understood the command and opens the left pressure exit of the distributor. 
 
If the ATRL (or in the same way the WTRL) gives the command �First pipe � water 
march!� without the distributor being filled, � the HTRL (and or the RO) does not stand 
over the conveyor in straddle, directly in front of the distributor � this will be judged as 
�Wrong work�, even if he has heard the command before filling the distributor and 
possibly also confirmed it.  
 
If the ATRL (WTRL) notices that he has given the command �water march!� too soon 
and repeats it after the distributor has been filled correctly, this will not be considered a 
mistake. 
 
If the HTRL and/or the RO gives the command �water � march!� to the PO, without 
standing over the conveyor, this will be rated as �Wrong work�.  
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Regarding 7.8  Laying Out of the Second Fire Fighting Pipe;  
  paragraph two,  
 
It says: 
Both move to the distributor and lay out the second fire fighting pipe analogously, like 
the attacking troop have done with the first fire fighting pipe.  
 
If a C hose that is carried by the WTRM is already taken by the WTRL when running to 
the distributor, this will not be seen as a mistake, as long as the hose carrier is not 
opened before arrival at the distributor. 
 
 
 

Regarding 7.9  Final Line-up;  
  Pump Operator 
 
It says:  
Right beside the suction hose pipe res. the portable pump, looking in attack direction, 
equipped with a coupling key, which may also lie in front or beside him, res. on or under 
the suction carbine of the portable pump. 
 
If the PO stands with one or both feet on the suction hose rope at the final line-up, this 
will not be seen as a mistake. However, if the PO stands on the B hose of the conveyor, 
this will be rated as �incorrect final line-up�. 
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Regarding 7.9  Final Line-up;  
  Attacking Troop and Water Troop 
 
It says:  
ATRL / WTRL left, ATRM / WTRM right the pipe res. the second C-hose of the first fire 
fighting pipe, holding the pipe res. the second C-hose with both hands, looking in attack 
direction, equipped with two hose carriers / one hose carrier and one hose fastener. 
 
At the final line-up of ATR or WTR it does not matter, in which sequence the pipe and/or 
the C hose are held by the troop leader or troop man.  
 
If attacking troop or water troop or even a member of any troop is looking backwards or 
face each other during the final line-up, this shall be rated once as �Incorrect final line-
up�, no matter if this mistake is made by the ATRL (WTRL) or ATRM (WTRM) or both of 
them. ATR and WTR have assumed the final line-up position correctly, if they look 
towards the direction of attack.  
 

    
Mistake: Incorrect final line-up by ATR and WTR 

 
If the hose carrier or hose fastener are placed on the pipe this is considered �Incorrect 
final line-up�, since the competition rules stipulate that the ATR and WTR must carry 
them. It also does not matter, if one or two devices are placed on the pipe. Fixing a 
hose fastener or hose carrier between hand and pipe is permitted.  
 
Hose carrier and/or hose fastener must not be taken into the mouth either. If the ATRL 
and/or WTRL have a hose carrier and/or hose fastener in the mouth when the 
command �First / second pipe � water march!� is given, this is considered a mistake 
according to 9.2.11 �Command Wrong or Not Understandable�. If this is done by the 
ATRM and/or WTRM, this will be rated as �Incorrect final line-up�. For each person 
�Incorrect final line-up� will be judged only once, even if several mistakes occur at the 
same time. 
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Regarding 7.9  Final Line-up;  
  Attacking Troop and Water Troop 
in relation to 

7.6 Laying Out the First Fire Fighting Pipe;  
 paragraph eight 

 
In 7.6 it says, among others: 
The member of the attacking troop unwinds the C-hose that has been opened by the 
leader of the attacking troop and checks out that the fire fighting pipe is positioned 
correctly. 
 
In 7.9 it says, among others:  
Leader of the attacking troop: Left beside the pipe res. the second C-hose of the first fire 
fighting pipe, 
Member of the attacking troop: Left beside the pipe res. the second C-hose of the first 
fire fighting pipe 
 
Since the pipe has to point in the direction of attack, the second C hose can only be 
pulled out to the left, right or backwards, however not to the front, in the direction of 
attack. 
 

 
correct final line-up 

 C hose couplings behind ATR and WTR 
 
Since both troop members have to stand to the left or right of the C hose, i.e. the hose 
shall lead backwards between the two, no hose may lead from one of the two troop 
members to the left or right or to the front. Furthermore, the coupling pair connecting the 
two C hoses may not lie between or in front of the two troop members. In all such cases 
this shall be judged as �incorrect line-up�. 
 

    
������.incorrect final line-up                                           incorrect final line-up  
               C hoses in front of ATR and WTR ���  couplings and C hoses ATR und WTR 
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Regarding 7.9  Final Line-up;  
  Member of the Hose Troop 
 
It says: 
Left or right or above the coupling between both B-hoses of the conveyor, looking in 
attack direction, equipped with the bag of the hose fasteners and one coupling key. 
 
If the HTRM stands on the B hose of the conveyor during the final line-up, this is judged 
as �incorrect final line-up�. As soon as the group has assumed its final line-up, none of 
the competitors may stand on a pressure hose.  
 
 
 

Regarding 7.10  Tasks of the Judges for the Fire Fighting Attack 
  paragraph one 
 
It says:  
…… Left beside the main judge stands judge 2, left beside him judge 1, right beside the 
main judge stands judge 3. 
 
For better surveillance of the work of the group, especially the WTR, judge 3 may stand 
even before the start right beside the portable pump (seen from the direction of attack). 
When standing there, care must be taken not to obstruct the work of the group.  
 
 
 

Regarding 7.10  Tasks of the Judges for the Fire Fighting Attack;  
  paragraph five 
 
It says:  
Directly before the leader of the hose troop opens the second pressure exit of the 
distributor, main judge and judge 2 lift their arms with the stopwatches. If main judge 
and judge 2 notice that the competition group has finished their work and stand still, 
they lower their arms and do the timing. 
 

This means the timing is to commence as soon as all competitors are standing still. 
Should a C hose of the fire fighting pump still be rolling out, judges are not to wait until 
this is finished to commence timing.  
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Use of An (Artificial) Grass Carpet 
Rules for using a protective cover  

for the lawn within the area of the portable pump 

 
 
 

7.1 is to be complemented as follows: 
 

7.1  Lining-up of the Competition Group;  
 Putting-on the Competition Device;  
 
If the surface, where the equipment is put and the suction hose line is coupled together, 
is covered by an (artificial) grass carpet, this carpet must have a size of 9.0 x 4.0 meters 
(excess of max. 5 cm). Markings for putting on the competition equipment and the lining 
up of the competition group shall be made with non-smudge and water-proof ink. The 
distributor, pressure hoses, pipes, hose carriers and bags with hose fasteners shall be 
placed in the middle of the marking. Suction hoses shall be placed in longitudinal 
direction on the marking, and couplings showing towards the water supply point shall 
not reach further than the suction port of the portable pump. The portable pump is to be 
put down so the coupling of the suction port does not exceed the marking. The suction 
head, the coupling keys lying beside it, as well as the rope bags, shall be deposited at 
the marking line, so this line, seen in the direction of attack, indicates the distance to the 
portable pump. This marking line may not be exceeded by any of the devices deposited 
within. The third coupling key lies beneath the suction port of the portable pump. The 
size of the markings can be found in the annex. 
 
If the group is now commanded �to the device!�, the line-up has to be made in a way 
that GRCOM, PO, ATRL, WTRL and HTRL have their shoe tips at the marking lines. 
RO, ATRM, WTRM and HTRM shall line up, in order to make their heels touch the line. 
Furthermore, the GRCOM and HTR shall not stand beside, i.e. in the extension of the 
marking. Their outer shoe tips have to touch the marking. RO as well as the troop 
members shall line up directly behind the PO and their troop leaders. 
 

    
 
As provided for by the Competition Rules, judge 4 shall check, if the equipment has 
been put on correctly, and also if the devices have been put on the markings in the right 
way. Judge 4 shall observe the line-up of the group until the GRCOM has made his 
announcement to the main judge, then this task will be taken over by judge 3.  
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……..  
 

 


