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International Association of Fire and Rescue Services

CTIF-Commission ”History of the Fire Service and the CTIF, 
Museums and Documentation.

The definition of

FIRE BRIGADE MUSEUM

1. Preliminary remarks

1.1 The importance of History and Tradition

Only he, who knows his roots, can understand the present situation and find perspectives for the future development – this is also the case for the fire service. Naturally, one’s attention is first of all drawn to the actual operations, the training and the equipment. Each fire brigade and each fire brigade association which in one way or another can document and show, also, its origin and development must be congratulated. Presentation of the history and maintaining of traditions connected with the modern operational techniques result in a public related “shop window”. It is for each fire brigade generation a meaningful task to preserve and keep technically maintained objects and equipment as a material memory of the history of the fire service.

A fire brigade museum is an organisation which shows the importance and the work of the fire service in the past and the present, aware of the fact, that an organised emergency service grown from the will to help fellow human beings in an emergency forms an essential condition for the living together of people in the society.

1.2 About the term “Fire Brigade Museum”

The tasks of a museum are numerous and it must fulfil different conditions. There is a lot of big fire brigade museums with supraregional importance and with professional leadership. Parallel with those small museums, exhibition rooms and special collections have developed. These cannot always be called “Museum” Even if a general regulation of the language scarcely can be carried out, a visitor must in the future from determined definitions be able to learn which kind and size he is dealing with. This does not mean a devaluation of the small collections – on the contrary. The keeping up and publication of the history of the fire brigades and their culture remains a common and important goal. They must take the natural realities of the smallest fire brigade as well as the regional and supraregional fire brigade associations into account. Their totality gives a value which is hardly can be foreseeable.

The existing conditions in the different member states, which reach from the regulations of national ministries to “private affairs” of the fire brigades, must also be taken into consideration.

The most comprehensive and international recognised definition of a museum comes from the International Council of Museums, ICOM (statutes, approved by the 11th General Assembly in Copenhagen, July 14th 1974 in the edition of November 4th 1986, article 3 and 4):

“A museum is a non-profit, permanent institution in the service of the society and its development, which is open for the public and which acquires, receives, researches, promotes and exhibits material evidences of man and the environment for the purpose of studying, education and pleasure.”

2.
In this spirit the following definitions are valid for the fire brigades:

2.1 Archives / Depot

A collection arises from the bringing together and keeping of objects to a certain subject in this case to the subject fire service. Even the smallest collection of a fire brigade requires the establishing of an archive or a depot.

In archives two-dimensional records, such as documents, protocols, literature, photos etc. are professionally put in order, registered and kept. It is an important source of research and is administered by a professional archivist. After agreement insight is possible for researchers.

In a depot fire brigades without the possibility to exhibit their three-dimensional objects from the past, keep this carefully in a suitable and safe depot. It is also the case for old-timers and big, historical devices. These registered objects are taken care of by a trained person. On a certain occasion (jubilee) the well maintained treasures are at the disposal for the fire brigade and can be placed at a suitable place and presented for the public.

2.2 Tradition Room / Display Cabinet

A place of preservation, commemorating and recollection.

In a tradition room  or display cabinets  of a single fire brigade or a single fire brigade association technical equipment, uniforms, documents, flags, photos and printed matters that have been used by that particular unit, only, are shown. The room is opened on special occasions on special request.

Objects which are not exhibited are placed in archives or a depot. The objects are registered in an inventory. An expert looks after the objects.

2.3 Collection, Show Collection, Permanent Exhibition

Special collections of helmets, distinctions, badges, decorations, stamps, pumps, old-timers etc. are named as such. They content objects that goes beyond a single fire brigade, municipality or region. The collectors have a special knowledge of and literature about their objects. The possibility of visiting are offered on special occasions on request.

If a certain collection is permanently accessible for the public, it is called a show collection or a permanent exhibition

The collection can be placed at a fire brigade or privately. 

2.4 Fire Brigade Museum

The name Fire Brigade Museum must be a term of quality and must according to the ICOM-definition comply with the classical requirements

1. Collecting

2. Preserving

3. Researching

4. Promoting

The fire brigade museum is a special institution (organisation), which through ages and supraregionally purposefully collects objects, administers them professionally and out of that with scientific methods researches and describes the technical development and humanist task of the fire brigades. Further, it collects documents on the social and economical environment, in which the fire brigade movement could develop and in which it has to fulfil its task today.

It shows the development of the fire brigade techniques in its most important elements from the beginning until now. It documents the whole bandwidth of the fire brigade activities of the persons, the groups and the associations in the municipality, in the district, in the region, in the country. This complexity offers the visitor and researcher equivalent possibilities of comparison.

A team of employees leads the museum and is devoted to the research. The work results in appropriate publishing of the achieved experiences and in special exhibitions.

Besides collecting, cataloguing, preserving, restoring and researching the aspect of promoting and learning is in the foreground in the museum. After the new philosophy of museums the main rule “less is often more” is valid. It means that a special selected object now and then can tell the visitor more than a big collection of identical or similar objects. The possibility of learning depends on an understandable editing and concise explanation of the shown object. If possible, some objects should be available, which can be taken hold of and tested by the visitor.

The objects that are not exhibited are safely kept in a depot.

The legal owner of a museum can be a country, a municipality, a public corporation, a fire brigade, a private association or a private person.

The ideal condition for the term “museum” should be:

· Direction by professional personnel (at least one professional person)

· Fixed regular opening times

· Systematic consolidating of the holdings

· Conversion of the objectives of the museum into scientific work or publication activities respectively

· Admission for researchers to the archives.

For further development it is recommended that the different fire brigade collections and museums form a federation and build up an electronic supported level of communication. By this they could  complement one another and maintain a permanent exchange of experience

3. Certification

3.1 Jury

The commission will appoint a jury and chairman who will be in charge of training of all jury members and who will take care of a equal i.e. standardised application of the definitions. The jury is composed of members of different national CTIF committees. A certification is carried out by two jury members.

3.2 Application

Guidelines have to be established for the application and a application form has to be available.

3.3 Certificate

The certification has to be authenticated with a document which the President of CTIF, the chairman of the commission and the two jury members have to sign.

Along with this document a badge will be handed over which should be placed in the entrance of the collection.

Document and badge will be issued by the commission.

The Certification will be valid for a duration of 10 years, thereafter a new certification has to be sought.

3.4 Costs

Costs for travelling and the allowances for jury members, as well as costs for the documentation have to be borne by the applicant.

Development of this definition:

7. meeting in PRIBYSLAV:


Presentation of the first draft proposal by Dr. Jaromír Tausch, Czech Republic;


Revision and supplementation by fire officer Adolf Schinnerl, Austria.

Comments in writing in the year 2000 from:


Dr. Agnes Váry, Hungary;


Mg. Hannes Weinelt, Austria.

8. meeting 2000 in FELDKIRCH:


Discussion in a forum under the leadership of Mag. Hannes Weinelt.

9. meeting in Kurort JONSDORF:

Discussion of the revised proposal under the leadership of Dr. Jaromír Tausch, Czech Republic, and Hannes Weinelt, Austria.

Preparation of minutes and promotion to resolution of the CTIF History Commission by Adolf Schinnerl.

4th meeting of the CTIF-Commission “History of the Fire Service and CTIF, Museums and Documentation” on October 13th 2001 in Kurort JONSDORF, Germany, chairman Dipl. Ing. Gunnar Haurum.


A proposal for certification guidelines must be prepared.

Submittal for the Executive Committee of the CTIF recommending approval of the definition.

3.-4. May 2002
Meeting of the Executive Committee in GUEBERSCHWIHR (near Colmar), France, chairman President François Maurer, France.


Approval and submittal to the Delegates’ Conference.

19. September 2002
Delegates` Conference in VIENNA, Austria, chairman President François Maurer, France.


Final approval by the highest body of the CTIF.

-x-x-x-x-x-x-x-

18. September 2003
Discussion during the 6th meeting of the commission under the leadership of Mr. Adolf Schinnerl in Budapest, Hungary about certification guidelines similar to the application form of ICOM Austria and Mag. Hannes Weinelt.

9. October 2004 
further discussion during the 7th meeting of the commission in FULDA, Germany.

1. June 2005 
Revision of the guidelines and forms by Adolf Schinnerl and Dr. Alfred Zeilmayr and distribution to the commission members.

5. October 2005
discussion during the 8th commission meeting in PRIBYSLAV, Czech Republic. CTIF President Walter Egger facilitates contacts to Mr. Julian Wagner, Rosenbauer company and Representative of the Associate Members who sponsors the design of a badge by his advertising agency Conquest GmbH in Leondig, Austria.

27. September 2006
Resolution in the 9th commission meeting in JONSDORF, Germany:

a) Guidelines for the application to a certification

b) Application form for the certification

c) Certifikate

d) Badge

Submittal for the Executive Committee of the CTIF by Adolf Schinnerl.

19. February 2007
Meeting of the Executive Committee in ATHEN, Greece, chairman President Walter Egger, Switzerland.

Approval and submittal to the Delegates` Conference.

20. September 2007
Delegates` Conference in Mondorf, Luxembourg, chairman President Walter Egger, Switzerland.


Final approval by the highest body of the CTIF.
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